In Korea, the first national occupational therapy licensing examination was administered by the National Institute of Health in 1965 since it was introduced in the early 1950's. Although it has been a half century from its beginning, the actual commencement of occupational therapy in Korean society was not until 1993 when the Korean Association of Occupational Therapists (KAOT) was founded. It became a full member of WFOT (World Federation of Occupational Therapists) in 1998. The conventional educational program began in 1979 at Yonsei University. Within the last four years, twenty-three new occupational therapy programs have launched nationwide, and there are total of twenty-four occupational therapy programs as of December 2002. From year 2006, nine hundred new graduates are expected to be licensed every year. The KAOT is working on five projects to achieve a qualitative growth of the occupational therapy profession.
Introduction
Occupational therapy was introduced in Korea by Americans at the end of the Korean War (1950) (1951) (1952) (1953) . Although it has been a half century from its beginning, the actual commencement of occupational therapy in Korean society was not until 1993 when the Korean Association of Occupational Therapists (KAOT) was founded (Lee, 1998) . This article briefly describes the development and the current status of the occupational therapy profession in Korea.
The Beginning Stage
According to Dunton (1954) , the first occupational therapy service was provided for the K o r e a n W a r v e t e r a n s a t t h e N a t i o n a l Rehabilitation Center in Busan, which was funded by AKF (American Korean Foundation) and UNKRA (United Nations Korean Reconstruction Agency). In 1957, Esther Park, a Korean-American occupational therapist, educated medical ancillaries of the US Navy, and they provided occupational therapy at the military hospital. By 1968, three occupational therapy clinics had opened and foreign occupational therapists were providing services. Since most occupational therapy evaluation and treatment tools were not available at that time, the therapists had the clients make the tools and experience the real works such as making stove pipes or water pipes. They also tried to integrate traditional Korean games into occupational therapy intervention and even performed activity analysis of Je-Gih-Cha-Gih (a kind of shuttlecock game played with the feet) reflecting the root philosophy of "occupation work" (O, 1994; Reed, 1993) .
The Developing Stage
The first national occupational therapy licensing examination was administered by the National Institute of Health in 1965, but no one had passed the examination until 1969 (Lee, 1998) . In 1969, Gui-Ja Choi, who was educated by Esther Park, became the first Korean occupational therapist. Back then, the target trainees for occupational therapy education were physical therapists, and they became occupational therapists by going through a one-year training p r o g r a m a n d t a k i n g t h e n a t i o n a l b o a r d examination (Table 1 ). The conventional educational program began in 1979 at Yonsei U n i v e r s i t y . B y t h e n , o n l y n i n e K o r e a n occupational therapists had been licensed (Jeong, Choi, & Lee, 2000) . By year 2000, four hundred seventeen occupational therapists had been licensed, and about half of them were actively practicing (Table 2, Fig. 1 ).
The Korean Association of Occupational Therapists (KAOT) was founded in 1993, and it joined the Asia-Pacific Occupational Therapy Congress (APOTC) in 1995 and became a full member of World Federation of Occupational Therapists (WFOT) in 1998. Within the last four years, twenty-three new occupational therapy programs have been launched nationwide, and there are total of twenty-four occupational therapy programs (seven four-year programs and seventeen three-year programs) as of December 2002 (Table 3  & 4) . From year 2006, approximately nine hundred new graduates are expected to take the national occupational therapy licensing examination every year (Fig. 2) . Also, the post-professional graduate programs (Table 5) are currently offered by four universities (Lee & Kang, 2002) .
The Current Stage
As mentioned before, occupational therapy was introduced to Korea in the early 1950's. This period coincided with the time that the biomedical perspective was dominating the health care system w or ld wi de ( Ki e lh of n e r & B u rk e , 1 97 7) . Consequently, Korean occupational therapists have been mainly focusing on physical disabilities under the atmosphere of scientific reductionism until recent days. These days the paradigm of occupation, stemmed from the early occupational therapy philosophy, is vastly accepted in the international occupational therapy society. In Korea, occupational therapy is being recognized more and more nationally as an integral part of the rehabilitation process. We are in the middle of the emerging paradigm, and it is the right time for us to refine the direction of our profession. In order to ensure the qualitative as well as quantitative growth of occupational therapy in Korea, the KAOT (Korean Association of Occupational Therapists) is working on the following five projects.
First, the KAOT is restructuring the association responding to a sudden increase of occupational therapy programs. The first national occupational therapy licensing examination was administered by the National Institute of Health in 1965. In 1998, the National Health Personnel L i c e n s i n g E x a m i n a t i o n B o a r d a s s u m e d r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s f o r t h e d e v e l o p m e n t , administration, and implementation of the licensing process based on current and valid standards for occupational therapy practice. The purpose of awarding license is to identify for the public those persons who have demonstrated both the knowledge and the skills necessary to provide , 1993) , and The National Occupational Therapy Practice Analysis in the USA (Dunn & Cada, 1998) , the Korean National Board Examination Development Committee met to review the content of the national board examination for occupational therapists in July 2001. The test items were carefully reviewed and updated. The significant change made at this meeting was the "addition" of new test items focusing on occupation-based practice since the occupational therapy license examination was instituted in 1967. A new task force composed of experienced clinicians and educators is working on establishing a standard guideline for the approval of an occupational therapy program and clinical fieldwork based on the WFOT minimum standard. Second, the KAOT is exploring diverse occupational therapy areas such as hand therapy and ergonomics with emphasis on occupationbased practice. In reality, occupational therapy service is mainly focusing on ADLs (Activities of Daily Living) training at most of the institutions in Korea. The use of hands has been a symbol of the "Man, through the use of his hands as they are energized by mind and will, can influence the state of his own health" (Reilly, 1962, p. 2) For attainment of optimal function (health), according to Cynkin and Robinson (1990) , it is imperative that every human being be "involved consciously in problem-solving and creative activity" (p. 5). Problem-solving and creative activity are also linked with the use of hands. Practically all activities devoted to self-care and the care of one's environment require involvement of the hands. Therefore, the hand therapists are encouraged to integrate occupation-based interventions into clinical practice to emphasize the unique contributions of occupational therapy. In order to accomplish this objective, a wide spectrum of continuing education programs such as hand therapy, ergonomics, assistive technology, and mental health need to be generated.
Third, the KAOT is trying to integrate the unique aspects of Korean culture into establishing the concept of occupational therapy. Even though the occupational therapy profession sprouted in western culture, it values meaningful occupation in the real environmental context. In general, maximizing independence in daily life is a priority of occupational therapy. However, this principle does not apply to every single case. Some Korean culture highly values caring for the elderly (i.e. domestic chores or basic self-care) rather than having them be independent in all areas. Therefore, the Korean occupational therapists are being encouraged to be sensitive to the changing health care systems and reflect the social value in their practice while maintaining the core construct of occupational therapy.
Fourth, the KAOT is striving to develop community-based occupational therapy programs. Currently, most occupational therapy programs concentrate on metropolitan areas and local health needs that can be addressed by occupational therapy are relatively ignored. The KAOT is confident that a regionally balanced development of occupational therapy will ensure both qualitative and quantitative growth of this promising profession in Korea.
Fifth, the KAOT is making strenuous efforts to establish a closer partnership with the international occupational therapy community to ensure the high quality of service that is consistent with international thinking about health and educational practice. The World Health Organization's International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF) addresses both the components of health and the environmental context of health (WHO, 2001) . Accordingly, the KAOT is taking an active role in speaking for international factors such as the Disability Rights movement and the rights of indigenous people.
Conclusion
The Korean occupational therapy society has worked strenuously to expand its professional domain and has achieved incredible quantitative growth. Now, it is focusing on the qualitative growth of occupational therapy. The Korean Association of Occupational Therapists (KAOT) is placing high priority on establishing accreditation standards for the occupational therapy program to assure the quality of the program and to assist in the development of the program. To guarantee the quality of occupational therapists, and to make circumstances better for them, and to predict a promising future in the field of occupational therapy, basic regulations and minimum standards for educational institutions and practice institutions are being established by a special task force sponsored by the KAOT. This process will enhance the reputation of an accredited program because of public regard for accreditation while the KAOT is developing a concrete system to proactively advocate the roles and effectiveness of occupational therapy to the public . At the same time, the KAOT is seeking strong and ongoing links to the international occupational therapy community. Through these efforts, the profession of occupational therapy in Korea will be strengthened by contributing to the unity of the professions in an activity directed at improving professional preparation and professional practice.
